Space to Create:
A toolkit to help you create a
home for your creative business
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Introduction

This toolkit aims to provide information and to signpost resources for creative individuals and
organisations who are looking for space in which to do their thing. Whether for use as an office,
rehearsal, making, performing, selling, exhibiting, pop-up or permanent, creative people need physical
space.
The pages that follow provide some basic guidance on how to go about identifying and securing
premises that are right for you. This includes matters such as design, planning permission, Building
Regulations, Health and Safety and cost. It also provides checklists so that you can appraise your
aspirations when considering what type of premises you need.
This toolkit has been made by EDRM. We are a spatial agency that works collaboratively with our clients
to offer strategic thinking and architectural design to support projects that contribute to our built
environment. EDRM’s training and experience working in architecture means that we have a thorough
knowledge of all matters building related from feasibility studies, planning and other consents, design,
through to the construction process.
Our ongoing ambition is to contribute our skills and experience into making distinctive places where the
creative endeavours of others is more visible and accessible. Our design ethos is to create engaging,
accessible and social spaces that enhance the built environment for all to enjoy.

Find Your Space

What kind of space do I need?
What types of spaces & buildings are on offer?

Pop up or more permanent?

Finding the right premises for your creative business will likely take time and effort.
Pop-up, also known as ‘meanwhile use’, is the temporary use of premises for free or relatively low cost
whilst the landlord is looking for a more permanent tenant. These can often be in good locations within
urban centres with good footfall. This kind of space can offer great opportunities to test a brand, develop
your business or simply get your project publicity with less financial and legal commitment.
For a small start-up business, shared or coworking space with other creatives can be a good starting
point.
If you are looking for a more independent space, empty shops are often a manageable size, and are
easily adaptable spaces. Locations on the fringe of a town centres are more affordable.
If you are feeling more ambitious and looking for potential to really define your own workspace then bring
back to life run-down buildings could be a good way to develop your project.

Find Your Space
Estate agents can be a good place to start when looking for premises, but walking around a
neighbourhood or talking to locals or others in the creative community could be a more effective way to
find the right property. Look out for where creative industries are clustered and collaborate, there is
strong evidence that they are a catalyst for regeneration and development in towns and cities.
If it’s unclear who owns a property you can find out by speaking to neighbouring businesses, tenants or
search for the owner on HM Land Registry for a small fee.

Links for further information
You can find details of a property’s owner by searching on the HM Land Registry website. A fee of £3 is
payable for each search.
http://www.gov.uk/search-property-information-land-registry
A pop up property consultancy.
https://www.popupspace.com/
This site is like an ‘Airbnb’ for renting pop up premises.
https://www.appearhere.co.uk/
Meanwhile Space CIC are a pioneering social enterprise at the forefront of Meanwhile uses.
https://www.meanwhilespace.com/
A document published by Meanwhile Space reflecting on their 10 years in practice.
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/c19fe3_bedd64b469a9430baff93d6eda144333.pdf
The Empty Shops Network was set up by Dan Thompson, the author of the book ‘Pop Up for Dummies’.
https://emptyshops.wordpress.com/
The original coworking movement.
http://coworking.com/
Articles about accessing empty shops with further links.
https://www.artquest.org.uk/how-to-articles/accessing-empty-spaces/

Found Your Space

Is the space fit for purpose?

Is it affordable?

What are the terms?

Finding the right space can be instinctual and very personal, the location or quality of a space just feels
right to you. These instincts are very important but once you have found a space it is sensible to
evaluate its suitability for your purposes, review likely costs of negotiating and securing the space,
adapting and moving in, and the day to day running of a space, including business rates.
Spatial qualities to look out for are; natural light and orientation, views in and out, accessibility,
opportunities for display of your work, quality materials, volume or spaciousness, comfort i.e.
temperature control, flexibility for adaptation and character. More on this in the next section.
NFASP have produced a very useful guide and practical checklist when viewing a property, the costs and
funding associated with taking on a space, and helpful information you will need to understand and
negotiate a deal with a landlord - refer to the link at the end of this section.
You should confirm that the premises has the correct Use Class authorised for your proposed use.

Found Your Space
Links for further information
This is an excellent document produced by the National Federation of Artists’ Studio Providers that
covers the subject in detail.
http://nfasp.org.uk/system/files/Finding Right Premises.pdf
Here are some of NFASP’s other resources.
http://nfasp.org.uk/resources.html?term_node_tid_depth=16
Guidance on Use Classes
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/9/change_of_use
Guidance on planning permission for adverts and signs
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/4/adverts_and_signs
Guidance on making a planning application.
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200232/planning_applications
Further guidance for commercial developments.
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200235/commercial_or_residential_developments
List of potential sources of funding produced by the Arts Council England
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/other-sources-funding
List of potential sources of funding produced by The Design Trust
https://www.thedesigntrust.co.uk/funding-for-creative-businesses/
A guide to business rates. It is worth discussing business rates with your local authority.
https://www.gov.uk/introduction-to-business-rates
A meanwhile use lease template and guidance notes produced by Communities and Local Government.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/230037/M
eanwhile_use_lease_and_guidance.pdf
Articles about commercial leases.
http://www.simkins.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/A-Tenants-Practical-Guide-to-Commercial-Leasesdigital-version-of-book.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/small-business-network/2016/aug/03/taking-commercial-lease-guide-pitfalls

Found Your Space
Property Evaluation
Property Identifier

Accessibility and location

Essential

Public facing/ good footfall
Easy access to public transport
Good road access
Local amenities/ shops, etc.
Good street lighting
Building features
Loading bay
Parking
Goods lift
Security features - alarm, CCTV, lockable storage, etc.
24/7 access
Disabled access
Artificial light
Natural light
Extra floor to ceiling height
Big doors
Open plan
The ability to be partitioned if required
A continuous, unfettered run of walls
Floor suitable for machinery and equipment
Space for machinery and equipment
Kitchen facilities - shared
Toilet and shower
Sinks
Heating
3 phase electricity for equipment
Office space
Broadband internet connection
Other features - specify
1_____________________________
2_____________________________
3_____________________________
4_____________________________

This checklist is included in the ‘Finding the Right Premises’ guide produced by NFASP.
It has been reproduced here for your convenience.

Desirable

Not needed

Found Your Space
Property Costs
Property Identifier

Total gross internal area (m2)

______________________________________________

Cost per square meter (GIA)

______________________________________________

Total gross external area (m2)

______________________________________________

Cost per square meter (GIA)

______________________________________________

Schedule of spaces
Room 1

______________________________________________________________________________

Room 2

______________________________________________________________________________

Room 3

______________________________________________________________________________

Room 4

______________________________________________________________________________

Room 5

______________________________________________________________________________

Room 6

______________________________________________________________________________

Ongoing costs

Monthly

Annually

Rent

____________________

___________________

Business rates

____________________

___________________

Service charge

____________________

___________________

Building maintenance

____________________

___________________

Total

____________________

___________________

Running costs (estimate)

One off costs

Electricity

________________

Legal fees for lease

________________

Gas

________________

Fees for landlord’s consent

________________

Water

________________

Planning applications

________________

Broadband

________________

Consultant’s fees

________________

Telephone

________________

Building works

________________

Other

________________

Building Regulation fee

________________

Total

________________

Total

________________

Design Your Space

“Always design a thing by considering it in its next larger context - a chair in a room,
a room in a house, a house in an environment, an environment in a city plan.”
Eero Saarinen
What does my space say about my creative business?
What makes a good design?

The quotation above is a reminder that the design of something has a far-reaching effect. The decisions
you make about design not only affect you but visitors to your space, how your space contributes to its
location and how that location affects the broader environment. We have all visited towns and cities
where the creativity is palpable and this is often because it is visibility in the built environment.
Once you have found your space you will need to think about how you plan to occupy it and how it is to
be designed so that you enjoy being in the space. We spend 80% of our time in buildings and so it is
important that we feel good when we’re inside.

Design Your Space
It is important to appraise and understand your aspirations for your space. The most successful projects
start with a detailed written brief, this will help you consider practical considerations - such as how much
storage space you need - to more intangible ideas around the importance of good design, what this
means and what it says about your creative practice. You can also gather visual references from
websites such as Pinterest which has a wealth of spatial design references.
Space planning is a crucial part of any design and drawing the layout will help you explore options and
make decisions about how you can get the best out of the space, as well as communicate your ideas to
a builder for example. This process typically starts with a measured survey of the space so that you can
produce scale drawings of the existing layout.
Layouts can be hand drawn or produced using CAD (Computer Aided Design). Computer drawings are
easy to amend and alter, and there are also lots of free resources (CAD blocks), such as drawings of
office furniture, to download and place into your drawing. However, there will be a bit of a learning curve
so you could also measure your furniture and then cut some card to scale so that you can place this on
your drawn plan to review the options of placing it in different locations.
Consideration of costs is an important part of the design process and being honest about how much you
have to spend will influence your proposals. There is a natural tendency to want to stretch your budget
and this usually compromises quality. List out costs that you know and estimate costs that you don’t.
There is a wealth of advice on the internet and builders are usually happy to meet with you to discuss
budgets. Our advice is always to do less but do it better.

Links for further information
A document produced by CABE about the fundamentals of good design and the built environment.
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/good-design.pdf
A couple of guides on how to measure a building so that you can make your own scale floor plans.
https://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/measured-survey-how-to-measure-a-building/
https://www.ths-concepts.co.uk/the-ultimate-guide-to-measuring-a-building-for-a-measured-survey/
Free software for 2D and 3D drawing
https://librecad.org/
https://www.sketchup.com/plans-and-pricing/sketchup-free
Free CAD blocks of useful objects used for design layouts, using both Imperial and Metric measurements.
https://www.dimensions.guide/about

Design Your Space
A checklist for good design
Design
Design: everything is designed but some things are
designed better than others. Design is more than how
something looks, and as with most disciplines in life,
experience brings wisdom. A good designer will bring a
good eye and wisdom to any design challenge.

Nature
Planting: research repeatedly demonstrates that nature has
a positive impact on wellbeing. Do the windows offer views
of nature and if not, can external planting be introduced?
Internal planting will not only improve the air quality but
reduce stress and make us more creative.

Light
Light is a fundamental human need and impacts on our
happiness and wellbeing. Consider the quality and quantity
of natural light a building can offer and how it may affect the
layout of spaces. Rooms with glazing that faces south will
received the most sunlight but also consider heat gains - or
losses - and glare on computer screens for example.
North-facing windows will receive the least sunlight and
should be avoided unless the space is being used for the
display of items that may become damaged by direct
sunlight, such as a gallery. Visit the property at different
times of the day to see how the light changes.
Artificial light can be used to create both focused productive
spaces and also spaces of retreat and calm.

Activity
Does the building provide facilities to secure bicycles,
promote stair use over lifts, offer different working
environments to encourage movement over a day.

Comfort
Heating: how easy and cost effective will the building be to
heat in winter and keep cool in summer? Older uninsulated
buildings tend to be expensive to heat in winter and difficult
to keep cool in the summer.
Ventilation: is ventilation achieved by opening windows or
artificial means such as air conditioning? Will an open
window allow noise or an unpleasant smell inside?
Noise: is there a source of noise pollution such as a busy
road or noisy neighbours? If so, how easy will it be to
manage the source of noise or make improvements to
reduce it. If your activities create noise how can it be
controlled?
Control
Adaptable spaces: spaces that accommodate flexibility can
be adapted for different uses in the future. Open plan
spaces tend to be more easily adaptable than layouts with
corridors and rooms. If possible, there should be a variety of
spaces suited to particular activities.
Environment: how easy is it to control lighting and
temperature in the space?
Personalisation: can the building be made to be your own
and to represent your values? Can you personalise your
workspace to develop a sense of ownership and belonging?
Amenity: are there facilities to cook so that the occupiers
have a broad choice in what they can cook and eat?
Privacy: consider privacy between inside and outside and
between different uses within the building.
Visit the property at different times of the day and evening
to see if there are any external influences that may affect
how you occupy the space such as noise from neighbours
or nearby businesses.

Size
Floor area: how much space do you need? Do you need
space to expand in to in the future? A bigger space will cost
more to maintain and will feel empty if not used.
Psychology
Feelings: how does the building make you feel and why?
Often we look for familiarity in our surroundings to provide
comfort. But do not dismiss the unfamiliar in haste as it will
often present new opportunities and experiences.
Storage: is there sufficient storage to accommodate your
activities? Planning a means of efficient storage requires a
relatively small amount of time and investment but once
organised is easily maintained and makes time for more
enjoyable activities.
Volume: high ceilings and volume create a sense of
freedom and offers opportunities for connections between
spaces at different levels. These type of spaces can be
particularly good for areas used for socialising or entrances.
Open plan: open spaces tend to be more sociable,
encourage collaboration and are more likely to
accommodate more of the qualities noted above such as
good light, views and volume.
Entrances: the entrance to the building is the first point of
arrival and the first impression of the spaces beyond. The
entrance is the opportunity to convey values and influence
how visitors perceive and experience the building.
Atmosphere: creating the right atmosphere will be achieved
by drawing on the principals above as the setting for human
activity.
Regulations
There are many regulations and permissions associated
with design and building works, as well as health and safety
and accessible workplaces.
Further reading on most of the above headings can be
found in a small book titled, ‘Happy By Design’ by Ben
Channon and published by the RIBA.

Build Your Space

What regulations do I need to comply with?
How do I find a builder?

What do I need to do to get costs for my work?

You will inevitably want to make some changes to your space. If the work is simple, such as freshening
up the paintwork, then you may be happy to do this yourself. If the works are more complicated then you
will need some help from a builder.
Finding a good builder can be a daunting task and recommendations from friends or colleagues are a
good place to start. It is worth paying more for a highly recommended builder as they will save you
money in the long run.

Build Your Space
Having an understanding of the project’s budget and how long the works will take is key for you to
assess the viability of your proposals. The best way to obtain accurate costs from a builder is to provide
them with a thorough description of what it is that you are asking them to do. This will usually be a
combination of drawings and a written list. If you are planning to ask the builder to install materials or
items that you are buying yourself, be clear as to what is to be excluded from their costs.
Try to organise for 2 – 3 quotations so that you can compare costs. Using a builder that isn’t registered
for VAT will save you 20%.
Once you have agreed a price with your builder, make sure that you have an agreement in writing. There
are some good simple building contracts available for download or to purchase, and having an
agreement in writing will provide some assurance for both your builder and you.
Once your building works have started on site, try not to change your mind too much as the cost of doing
so can mount up if the works differ from what the builder has included in his price. Preparation is key if
you want to save money.
However, there will always be something that has not been foreseen and so allow yourself a contingency
sum should it be needed.
There are a number of permissions and regulations that you will have to consider before you start your
works and an overview of some of these are listed at the end of this section.
Again, simple projects can be approached on a DIY basis, but for more complex projects you may
require some professional assistance with preparing information for procuring your building project.

Links for further information
A useful guide produced by Citizens Advice when preparing for building works. The guide covers home
improvement works but much of the advice applies to smaller commercial premises.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/getting-home-improvements-done/before-you-get-building-workdone/
A simple contract between you and your builder produced by the RIBA.
https://parsefiles.back4app.com/vy3GQS8Kt0HZRRnFkyglGgQUysHXN5BXjYUpP5vC/791048dce98e35d5a
a2e1a539467784a_bcon2.pdf

Build Your Space
A checklist for your project

Permissions and approvals
If there is a change of use class, is planning permission needed?
Are you making other physical alterations to the premises that require planning
permission?
If the building is listed, will alterations require listed building consent?
Will your new signage require planning permission/ listed building consent?

Building works to the premises
Are the works subject to Building Regulations?
Are the works subject to CDM Regulations?
Do you need a license to alter from your landlord?

Procuring a builder
Are the works sufficiently described so that you can obtain a realistic cost from the
builder?
Do you know the builder’s availability and how long will the project take?

Working with your builder
Do you have a written contract with your builder?
Does your builder have the necessary insurances in place?
Have you notified the company that insures your building about the pending building
works?

Yes

No

Build Your Space
An informative regarding permissions and regulations
Planning and Building Regulations
There is often confusion between planning and
building regulations. The definition of each is
described well on the Planning Portal website as
follows:

health, safety and welfare when carrying out
construction works. If you are the person or business
for whom the construction services are carried out,
you as ‘the client’ are accountable for health, safety
and welfare on the project.
Party Walls and building work

Planning seeks to guide the way our towns, cities
and countryside develop. This includes the use of
land & buildings, the appearance of buildings,
landscaping considerations, highway access and the
impact that the development will have on the general
environment.
Building regulations set standards for the design and
construction of buildings to ensure the safety and
health for people in or about those buildings. They
also include requirements to ensure that fuel and
power is conserved and facilities are provided for
people, including those with disabilities, to access
and move around inside buildings.

If you are carrying out works that affect a wall shared
with one or more neighbouring properties you have a
duty to inform your neighbours. An example of this
could be where you want to knock down a wall and
install some new structural steelwork that rests on a
wall between two properties.
Landlord’s consent
If you are leasing your property then your landlord
may oblige you to secure their consent when seeking
to carry out alterations to or change the use of their
premises.

What permissions do I need and when?

Fire safety in the workplace

Typically, planning permission is sought first and then
building regulations approval is pursued when the
design of the project is developed. Although one has
to be mindful of the building regulations when design
for the planning application.
Broadly speaking, planning permission is required if
your proposed works alter the external appearance
of the building or the way that it is used. For
example, a commercial town centre space may
require planning permission for a change of use from
shop to artist space, and for the display of any
signage. If the building were listed then a listed
building application would also need to be made.
The Planning Portal contains some very useful
advice to help you determine whether or not you
need planning permission and building regulations
approval.

When making alterations to the building, the
provision for fire safety will be considered as part of
your building regulations application. For example,
you will have to show where smoke and heat
detectors are to be located and the routes for escape
to a safe place. In occupying the building you have a
responsibility to ensure that your premises are safe
and conduct a Fire Risk Assessment.

Construction (Design and Management)
Regulations 2015 – CDM Regulations
This set of regulations relates to the management of

Other regulations
There are other regulations relating to how you run
your business including the health and safety of
employees and making your premises accessible
Licensing
A premises licence is required for any premises
offering licensable activities such as a performance
of a play, dance or music for example. If the event is
temporary then a Temporary Event Notice (TEN) can
be applied for.

Build Your Space
An informative regarding permissions and regulations

Links for further information

Advice about planning permission on the Planning Portal website.
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200127/planning
Advice about building regulations on the Planning Portal website.
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200128/building_control
A guide on the CDM Regulations 2015
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg411.pdf
A guide to works that affect a Party Wall.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523010/P
arty_Wall_etc__Act_1996_-_Explanatory_Booklet.pdf
Advice regarding Landlord’s consent.
http://www.propertyprotocols.co.uk/guidance-note
Fire safety in the workplace.
https://www.gov.uk/workplace-fire-safety-your-responsibilities
Health and safety in the workplace.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/workers/index.htm
Equality Act 2003.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
A guide produced by Citizens Advice regarding discrimination.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/discrimination/what-are-the-different-types-ofdiscrimination/duty-to-make-reasonable-adjustments-for-disabled-people/
Licensing Act 2010.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/section-182-of-the-licensing-act-2003-amended-guidance

Occupy Your Space

How do I make my space a nice place to be?

Your new space is ready to be occupied! You will need to fit out your space with furniture and fittings to
suit your needs.
Below are some design principles when considering how to fit out and occupy your space. On the page
following, there is a case study of our small shop unit together with a list of associated costs.
The final section lists creative industry spaces from around the UK to provide you with ideas and
inspiration.

Occupy Your Space
Legibility and Inclusivity
Your building or space should be easy to understand and navigate for visitors. Your entrance is an
opportunity to create a first impression and be welcoming. The point of entry should be clear and the
spaces within easy to locate. External and internal signage can help with this, as will a general approach
to visually opening up a spaces and removing any physical barriers. It is important that your space is
inclusive.
“Inclusive design is about making places everyone can use. The way places are designed affects our ability to move, see, hear
and communicate effectively. Inclusive design aims to remove the barriers that create undue effort and separation. It enables
everyone to participate equally, confidently and independently in everyday activities.” The Principles of Inclusive Design Published
by CABE, 2006

Aesthetics and interior design
Aesthetic judgement can be subjective and tastes and fashions change however, the basics of good
design endure over time. Think carefully about the durability, usefulness, joyfulness and beauty of your
design decisions and what they convey about you and your creative practice.
Layout
The design and layout of furniture creates different work settings to suit different tasks and uses. Spaces
that are primarily open plan encourage sociability and collaboration as well as qualities of volume, light and
views, but it is important to also create spaces for privacy and retreat. Create a diverse range of work
settings in order to cater for different tasks and requirements. This could include collaborative areas,
meeting spaces, individual focus areas, private offices, breakout spaces, social spaces, hot desking
stations and a space to rejuvenate such as a eating or out door area.
Nature
Research shows that nature has a positive impact on wellbeing and as well as improving air quality. Indoor
planting will greatly reduce stress and encourage creativity. Where possible, open up views to the green
spaces inside or outside the building.
Active Facade
It is important that the activities within the building are conveyed to the street outside so as to engage with
the community and make the street interesting. This can be achieved by making the most of windows and
shopfronts by displaying your work to attract the eye of the passer-by.

Occupy Your Space

Links for further information

Information about biophilic design.
http://www.biophilicdesign.net/
Some useful guides on inclusivity and design.
http://universaldesign.ie/Built-Environment/Building-for-Everyone/
A short essay discussing the importance of an active facade.
https://thecityateyelevel.files.wordpress.com/2016/03/3-close-encounters-with-buildings.pdf
An article about placemaking
https://www.pps.org/article/what-is-placemaking

Case Study

Case Study
Below is an overview of the works and associated costs for our own office that we set up a few years ago in an
empty shop. The shop unit within a grade 2 listed building and has a gross internal floor area of 31 square meters.
We did a lot of the work ourselves to save money and we have put ‘DIY’ against these tasks in the cost column.
Legal costs
Schedule of conditions

Paid by landlord
DIY

Stripping out of old carpet, and fittings
General clean up
Install small water heater for kitchen sink
Misc. electrical and plumbing works
Running new computer network cabling
Fit new kitchen worktop and sink
Fit new locks to front and back door
Install intruder alarm system
Fill and prepare internal wall finishes
Paint walls in main space
Decorate external shop front
Construct and install shelving
Install carpet to back room
Install vinyl finish to WC/ kitchen
Furniture design
Construction of furniture
Sealant to plywood
Misc. electrical fittings, e.g. extension leads
Refurbish and paint chairs
Other furniture costs
Plants
Window blinds
Kitchen appliances and equipment
Vinyl signage and security window film
Rail and curtain to doorway
Front door mat

DIY
DIY
£150
£300
DIY
DIY
£80 for locks, DIY labour
£220 for equipment, DIY labour
DIY
£200
£450
DIY
£350
£150
DIY
£1,500
£55 sealant, DIY install
£45
DIY
£650
£150
£90 supply, DIY install
£250 supply, DIY install
£190
£40 supply, DIY install
£30 supply, DIY install
£4,900 total premises set up.

Monthly Running Costs
Electricity
Water
Broadband and landline
Rent
Business rates (small business relief)
Insurance (contents and public liability)
Window cleaning
General maintenance

£50 (average over 1 year)
Inc. in rent
£25
£300
£9
£18
£12
£20
£434 total per month/ £5,208 per year

31m2

Case Study

Inspiration
Coworking space in Bradford
set up in an historic building.

Creative and digital workspace
accommodated in a number of
warehouse buildings in Liverpool.

The redevelopment of an
empty building into work space
with new build work/ sell
spaces constructed in the
yard.

Crafts centre, gallery and
workshops in a shop in Diss.

assemblybd.com/

https://www.baltic-creative.com/

www.bluehouseyard.com

www.designermakers21.co.uk/

A collaborative space with a range
of facilities in Leeds.

https://duke-studios.com/

A community network of projects
that operates in shops.

www.weareeveryone.org/

A purpose built gallery and
studios building in Birmingham

grand-union.org.uk/

Artist and maker space
accommodated in an old school
building with a contemporary
extension.

www.krowji.org.uk/

A purposes built complex for artists,
creatives and designer-makers.

www.lcbdepot.co.uk/

Inspiration
An ‘urban room’ run by The
University of Sheffield School of
Architecture to encourage debate
about the built environment.

live-works.org/

One of the pioneers of meanwhile
use. Their website list many
interesting projects that they have
worked on.

www.meanwhilespace.com/

Transforming urban spaces into
public living rooms to bring people
together.

www.migrationlab.org/

Creative space with integrated
childcare.

A former baths and art gallery that
has been converted into coworking
space in Belfast.

A multi functional arts building in
Brighton

An amazing arts complex in Bristol.

Crafts and workshops in a shop in
Ipswich.

A community art space in a high
street shop in Weston-super-Mare.

www.motherhousestudios.com/

ormeaubaths.com/

www.phoenixbrighton.org/about-us/

www.spikeisland.org.uk/

www.stokebridgeworkshops.co.uk

www.terrestrial.org.uk/weston-artspace

Inspiration

Coworking space in Manchester.

assemblymcr.com/

Providing a platform for young
people to showcase their creative
talents in unused shops.

theteenagemarket.co.uk/

Temporary community and events
space for creative community
enterprises to use.

www.theworkshoplondon.com/

Creative tech space in Cardiff.

Promoters of the value of urban
rooms with useful links to rooms in
the UK.

www.tramshedtech.co.uk/

urbanroomsnetwork.wordpress.com

A lovely shop space in Paris.

www.studioduss.com/sweat-shop-paris

Coworking space in London.

www.instagram.com/switchboard_studios/
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